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A NEWSLETTER FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

As we move into the final weeks of the semester, we have a great deal to celebrate. Last week marked the
conclusion of our faculty searches for the year, which included a search for our University of Utah Asia
Campus, five departmental searches, and consideration of a partner hire. In all, we interviewed 17 potential
colleagues. An absolutely incredible number that truly was a Departmental effort. An especially big thanks
to Brie, Becky, and Jessica for the monumental amount of work they put into these searches and to all of the
search committee members and chairs. By the end of this week, we will likely be able to say we have seven
new colleagues across our UAC and local campus. And while we await word on our partner search, let us
just consider that for a moment. Seven. New. Colleagues. The investments we collectively made in these
searches expand our department tremendously, open new opportunities for collaboration and collegiality,
and give us the chance to support and engage colleagues who are in the midst of growing and
strengthening their careers and others who are just beginning theirs.

-Avery

DR. HELENE SHUGART AWARDED DISTINGUISHED MENTOR AWARD

Dr. Helene Shugart was recently awarded The Graduate School’s Distinguished Mentor Award. Established
in 2006, The Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Scholar Distinguished Mentor Award honors and
encourages the considerable efforts and accomplishments of faculty who have demonstrated exceptional
commitment to the mentorship of graduate students and postdoctoral scholars.

Dr. Jakob Jensen named New
Interim Associate Vice
President of Research

Dr. Natasha Seegert wins Early
Career Teaching Award

Dr. Natasha Seegert has been awarded Professor Jakob D. Jensen has been

the University Teaching Committee’s apointed INterim Associate Vice

2022 Early Career Teaching Award. The Pressident of Research (AVPR), effective
Early Career Teaching Award is given to January 24, 2022. Dr. Jensen will assume
outstanding young faculty members the role from Dr. Erin Rothwell who is
who have made significant contributions currently serving as the Interim Vice

to teaching at the University of Utah. President for Research.


https://communication.utah.edu/news/jjensenurc-1.php
https://communication.utah.edu/news/seegerteaching.php
https://communication.utah.edu/news/shugart_mentor.php

THE IPCC IS FINALLY USING THE RIGHT WORDS TO TALK
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE INEQUALITY AND JUSTICE

HOW DO | CONSUME NEWS ETHICALLY?
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH ASKS EXPERTS

RESEARCHER: VIDEO, INFO FROM RUSSIAN
INVASION COULD BE USED AS PROPAGANDA,
PSCYHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

SOCIAL MEDIA AND SCHOOL VIOLENCE ON
WEDNESDAY’S ACCESS UTAH

EXPERT: RURAL ADULTS ARE ‘MORE LIKELY
TO DIE OF ALMOST EVERY SINGLE ILLNESS;
YET ACCESS DISPARITY CONTINUES TO
RUN COUNTER TO INCIDENCE


https://time.com/6152923/ipcc-climate-change-inequality/
https://www.ksl.com/article/50351970/how-do-i-consume-news-ethically-university-of-utah-asks-experts
https://ksltv.com/485398/researcher-video-info-from-russian-invasion-could-be-used-as-propaganda-psychological-operations/
https://www.upr.org/podcast/access-utah/2022-01-26/todays-youth-and-the-rise-of-social-media-violence
https://www.pharmacytimes.com/view/expert-rural-adults-are-more-likely-to-die-of-almost-every-single-illness-yet-access-disparity-continues-to-run-counter-to-incidence



https://asia-center.utah.edu/events/spring-2022-crocca.php
https://www.facebook.com/events/728406708124853/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A438349931327803%7D%7D%5d%22%7D
https://thc.utah.edu/events/index.php?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D156497671
https://transform.utah.edu/event/ds-lecture-erevelles/
https://thc.utah.edu/events/index.php?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D156497735
https://humanities.utah.edu/events/?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D157798200
https://thc.utah.edu/events/index.php?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D156497815



https://linguistics.utah.edu/news-and-events/colloquia-and-events.php
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1710hcHHm1IjpC4l1FSDydnaU6x9FP6OQ4VTz827hwcE/edit
https://asia-center.utah.edu/events/transnational-asia-conference.php
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Indigenous Communication with Donald MacAngus

C

This course examines the communication/rhetorical narratives from the perspective of Indigenous
peoples from around the world, including Native American, Australian, Hawaiian and Pacific
Islanders, and other traditional populations.

The first half of the course is based on history, including DNA, human migrations, and how these
people come to be in the places they consider to be their traditional homes. The lectures move
chronologically, discussing Indigenous traditions, foods, medicines, spiritual beliefs, and lifestyles.
Next we discuss the time of contact, the formation of treaties, wars, conquest, subjugation,
genocide and reservations.

Native American historical resistance movements are discussed, including Pontiac’s Rebellion and
the Siege at Fort Detroit (1763), Tecumseh’s War (1813) and the influence of Native prophets, such
as Neolin, Lalawethika and Wovoka.

The second half of the course is focused on activism, including civil rights struggles, militancy, and
famous cases, from Supreme Court cases, such as Cherokee v Georgia (1831), the Trail of Tears
(1838), Emancipation (1863).

Australian Indigenous massacres are also discussed. Wounded Knee (1890), the Allotment Act
(1887), the overthrow of Queen Lili'uokalanithe and the Hawaiian Kingdom (1893). The Indian
Citizenship Act (1924), the Alcatraz occupation, the Pine Ridge Reign of Terror, the American Indian
Movement, and Leonard Peltier.

Students get to look at history and the world from the Indigenous perspective. Many students are
concerned that a course on racial issues and questions of ethnicity will be guilt oriented, and will
focus on “the evil white man." This course does not do that. It presents history in a neutral and
factual way, from the Indigenous perspective. For example, it would be incorrect to say, “White
people stole the Indian’s land.” That is an opinion, and it is not neutral. Instead, we say, “In the
opinion of Indians, white people stole their land.” This is correct, because that is what they think,
and we make no judgment about whether they are right or wrong.

| want students to learn about and ultimately fall in love with the Indigenous views of the world,
of life, and of our collective humanity, just as | have. This course encourages students to open
their minds, to be more accepting, and to welcome new and exciting ideas and perspectives
into their lives.



Quote | appreciate:

Most memorable college classes | took:

Fictional character | am most like:

Last book | finished:

Last movie | saw:





