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Summer is such a great time for rest and renewal and thinking on the roads ahead. As our 
department, and indeed the college and the university, continues to undergo a number of changes, 
it's perhaps also a good time to remember the words of John Dewey: "Knowledge falters when 
imagination clips its wings or fears to use them." Ours is a department that is increasingly looked to for 
creative, thoughtful, and imaginative approaches to carving out the road ahead. Dean Robbins has 
indicated her belief in our department to transform not only how communication is thought of, but 
how the thoughts we have and enact might change communication. So, in the days and weeks ahead, 
here's to the chance to couple rest and renewal with visions and enactments of continued building 
and support for, with, and of one another and our department. Many cheers, and I'll see you all at 
Friday's celebration. 

Danielle Endres Named Director of Environmental Humanities 

Danielle Endres has been named the next Director of Environmental 
Humanities. The Environmental Humanities Program, the first environmental 
humanities master's program in the nation, is housed in the College of 
Humanities. The program offers an interdisciplinary master's program for 
students focused on the complexities of environmental crisis and change and 
the relationships between humans and the environment. 

Kent Ono receives 2023 Distinguished Mentor Award 

Professor Kent Ono has received the 2023 Distinguished Mentor Award from 
the University of Utah Graduate School. This year's awardees demonstrate 
exceptional commitment to the mentorship of graduate students, 
postdoctoral scholars and others across campus and beyond. The awardees 
go above and beyond to foster an inclusive and welcoming community and 
to instill a culture of outstanding mentorship in their units. Fellow recipients 
include Katharine Ullman from the Department of Oncological Sciences and 
Dennis Parker from the Department of Radiology and Imaging Sciences. 
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f Olivia Webster 

enjoying time with my family, exploring nature, or catching up on rest. 

Quote I live by: 

"No matter what happens, or how bad it seems today, life does 

go on, and it will be better tomorrow." 
- Maya Angelou 

Most memorable college class I took: 

Communication Ethics with Dr. Wendy Anderson 
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(Ideally) Jodie Landon from Daria 

Last book I finished: 

_ Sweetwater: Black Women and Narratives of Resilience 

by Robin M. Boylorn 

Anything . I love live music. 

Songs that pump me up: 

"Just Fine" by Mary J. Blige 

If I were an undergraduate 
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student now, I would .. . 

-fJ Visit everyone's office hours. The faculty 

I here are some of the most brilliant and 

resourceful people I've ever met. 

I hope that my students 

~ horoughly enjoy themselves and learn a lot i 
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